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We now, however, know that there are actions
going on, such for example as tidal friction, which
involve a consumption of energy, involve, so to speak,
a continual expenditure of capital; and as this is not
replaced, vast as the store at the bank may be, it
must be exhausted in time, and could not therefore
have lasted through a past eternity. Hence a sup-
posed indefinite periodicity does not help us any
more than the simplicity of what I have called
ultimate physical postulates to dispense with a
First Cause of an ultra-scientific nature.

The reluctance which appears to be sometimes
felt, especially by those who have mainly attended
to the study of natural science, to admit any cause
other than those second causes which lie within the
province of science, appears to be due partly to not
attending to the fact that the study of nature itself
presents us with problems which have not the slightest
appearance of being capable of solution in any such
way, partly to the idea that anything of a personal
nature necessarily involves limitations which are felt
to be incompatible with the grandeur of scale of
what we call nature. But in this, it seems to me,
men fall into anthropomorphism in the very attempt
to avoid it. The idea of will is discarded as being
anthropomorphic. But why should it be supposed to
be anthropomorphic ? Is it not that we associate it
in our ideas with limitations such as those to which